CANTO II

PSALMS OF TWO VEESES

XIX
Abhirupa-Nanda.

BORN in the time of the Buddha Vipassi, in his native town
of Bandhumati, as the daughter of a wealthy burgess,
she became a pious lay-adherent, and at the Master's death
she made an offering to the shrine of his ashes of a golden
umbrella1 surrounded with jewels. Eeborn for this in
various heavens, she was, in this Buddha - dispensation,
reborn at Kapilavatthu as the daughter oi uLe chief wife
of Khemaka, the Sakiyan, and named Nanda. But because
of her excessive beauty, charm, and loveliness, she was
known as Nanda the Fair.

Now, on the day when she was to choose among her
suitors,2 Carabhiita, her young Sakiyan kinsman, died.
Then her parents made her leave the world against her
will. But she, even after she had entered the Order, was
infatuated with her own beauty, and, fearing the Master's
rebuke, avoided his presence. Now the Exalted One knew
that she was ripe for knowledge, and directed the Great
Pajajati to let all the Bhikkhums come to him for instruc-
tion. Nanda sent another in her place. And the Exalted

1  Or tee, surmounting the cupola.   Vipassi was the first of the seven
Buddhas of the Pitakas.

2  I read vareyijadivase (cf. p. 276, verse 464), which makes sense
anyway.   It would appear that Carabhuta (pronounced Chara-) would
have been the object of her choice.
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